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LXVL An Account of the late jDifcovories 
of Antiquities at Herculaneum, &c. in 
"Two Letters from Camillo Paderni, Keeper 
of the Mujceum Herculanei^ to Thomas 
Hollis, Efq\ Tranflated from the Italian 
by Robert Watfon, M D. F. R S. 

An ExtraB of a Letter from Camillo Paderni, 
dated at Naples June 28, 1755. 

IS majefly the king, my matter, is always 
increasing his tafle for matters of antiquity, 
which he loves with the zeal of the mofl paffionate 
antiquary ; for he not only makes all the neceffary 
trials and inquiries in thefe cities, which have been 
covered by mount Vefuvius, but extends his refearches 
into other parts of his kingdom ; and buys alfo, with 
great pleafu re, every piece of antiquity of value, that 
he can meet with. Fortune feconds his endeavours, 
and makes him at this day one of the happieft virtuofi 
in Europe; and we may fay, that he hath no ocafion 
to take pains to feek for good fortune, for fhe always 
attends him ; as Sir, you, may fee in the following 
inilance. In April, his majefly was acquainted, that 
a little beyond La Torre della Nunziata, where flood 
the ancient Pompeii, in digging near the amphithe- 
atre, there was difcovered a marble capital of the 
Corinthian order, and that it was necefTary to exa- 
mine farther into what might be there. His majefly 
had formerly caufed fome workmen to dig in this 
place, but upon account of a certain vapour or mem- 
phites, which arofe here, and which was fo a&ive, 
as to deflroy any one, who remained ever fo fhort a 
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time in it, his majefty fufpended the work: but 
being allured, that this vapour had ceafed to arife > 
he ordered one of his engineers, who had vifited the 
place, to make the neceflary trials to begin again. 
Immediately there were found two pilafters of white 
marble about ten feet high, fluted on every fide, with 
capitals and bafes of the Corinthian order. On one 
fide of thefe pilafters they have found a feries of nine 
other pilafters about feven feet high, equally wrought 
with the larger : there were likewife five other pi- 
lafters on the fide of the other great one, which in 
all will amount to fixteen; and are of one piece, 
exclufiye of the capital and the bafe, except one, 
which is compofed of two pieces. They were all 
excellently preserved, and were ftanding •, forming a 
portico before a building ; the nature of which I 
cannot undertake to explain, becaufe I do not care 
to commence author from the relation of others, be- 
fore 1 have examined things with my own eyes. I 
can only write what I have feen. When I was there, 
little was difcovered, and I have not fince had an 
opportunity of going thither on account of my bad 
ftate of health. By this one view I could perceive, 
that this was a great fquare building. All the build- 
ings, which are in Pompeii, are of the fame confti- 
tution with thofe of Herculaneum and Stabiae ; that 
is to lay, of one ftory. I did not fee the whole of 
the fuppofed front of this fabric, and fo cannot de- 
termine decifively about it, till the whole be cleared 
by digging. The portico is continued on the fides, 
but the pilafters are not of marble, but of brick co- 
vered with ftucco, and coloured with green, and are 
not fluted like thofe of marble. One then only of 
the fides is yet undifcovered, and we muft wait to 
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fee the fide oppofite to the front, and the rooms 
within, to be able to fpeak decifivelyv But to re- 
turn and fpeak of the front; I can tell you, that it was 
all painted in the grotefque manner ; but little, and 
that ill preferved, remains. There were no ornaments of 
ftucco, or marble ; the walls indeed were coloured, 
and there were fome fmall niches formed in the 
walls/ each of which correfponded to one of the pi- 
lafters, and confequently there were eighteen in 
number. In fe vend of them were found certain fi- 
gures, fome of earth, others of marble, in this or- 
der; firft was placed one of marble, then one of 
earth : thofe of marble were 9 fmall Hermae, among 
which there is a Hercules crowned with oak, fome 
fatyrs, fawns and Bacchantes. Two of them are of 
the old red, and the other of the old yellow mar- 
ble, and are of an indifferent ftyle. Thole of the 
baked earth confift of four figures. The firft is a 
Barbarian king, who ftands ered with his right 
hand under his chin in a penfive manner, and wears 
hischlamys clafped with a fibula upon his right fhoul- 
der. But what makes this figure the more curious 
is, that the whole body forms a vafe, on the back 
of which there is a handle to hold it by. Behind 
the head there is a little tube, through which water 
or fome other liquor was poured in, and the mouth 
of the" figure is open, through which the liquor was 
poured out. The hight of it is about ten inches, 
and the ftyle rather low. The fecond figure is of 
the fame hight and charader, as to the workman- 
ship ; but what it reprefents, renders it Angular. I 
will content myfelf with defcribing its adtion and its 
ornaments, and leave to others the explication of the 
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r-eft. This figure feems fitting with its legs ftretched 
out, which are diftorted like thofe of fome dwarfs. 
It has a gre&t head ; the mouth, eyes and nofe of 
which are extremely overcharged. It is dreft in the 
praetexta. Upon the breaft there is the bulla aurea, 
the firing of which furrounds its neck, and is held 
with the right hand ; with the left it holds the ta- 
blettes called pugillares, on which the ancients placed 
wax, and wrote on it with a ftyle. Thefe pugil- 
lares are exadtly like thofe, which I dug up at Her- 
culaneum, and which I preferve in that mufeurru 
Befides it bears a great Priapus, and behind is feen 
the breech. This was made for a veflel, fuch as that 
defcribed above, except that befides that the mouth 
of this figure is pierced, the liquor can alfo be poured 
from the Priapus. The third figure is intirely 
like to the preceding, except its drefs, which is 
ruftic, and bound round the waift with a cord, to 
which there is faftened fomewhat, that cannot be 
made out, but which appears to be a little cafe to 
hold fomething : the reft is not overcharged, but is 
ruftic. It holds in its right-hand a loaf, and its left 
hand is covered with its drefs, and, like the other, it 
fhews its breech and Priapus. I am of opinion, that 
fuch veflels wereufed for drinking, the liquor coming 
out of the Priapus, this being not unufual with the 
antients, as Juvenal, in his fecond fatyr, gives us to 
underftand } Vitreo bibit ilk Priapo. 

The laft figure reprefents the Roman charity. She 
is fitting, and with her left hand embraces her father, 
and with her right prefles the breaft which her father 
fucks ; who is exprefled in this figure totally ema- 
ciated. This doth not, like the others, form a veflel, 
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but limply exhibits the ftary. The ftyle is moderate, 
its hight near the fame as that of the others. It is to 
be obferved, that this lafl groupe is covered with a 
varnifh or glazing, like that which covers earthen 
plates and things of that kind. There were found 
in the before-mentioned niches two little bufts of 
baked earth, of the fame hight $ one wants the 
head. This is all that is found in that part of the 
building, which I fuppofe to be the front. 

There is no doubt but that formerly others have 
dug at Pompeii, and particularly in this very 
fpot, which the miners, who are expert and faith- 
ful, have perceived. As our miners had at firft 
great (kill and diligence, fo they are become by time 
more perfect, infomuch that none can execute better 
that which they do, particularly in digging at Hercu- 
laneum, where they never fee the light, but at the 
hours let apart for reft. Thefe were the firft, who 
difcovered, that others formerly had dug more, by 
certain ftrokes, the marks of which remain on fome 
of the pictures, which are on the walls of that 
chamber, which was the fecond that they difcovered. 

Their opinion is confirmed by the matter, which 
fills up the faid chamber, not being in the fame 
itate that it ufually is. So that we may conclude, 
that they have formerly dug here, but irregularly ; 
fortune having a mind to referve the beft part for the 
king my mafter. There are feveral pieces of paint- 
ing cut out, which cannot yet be well feen, becaufe 
they are in their cafes. 

If thofe, who before his majefty dug in this place, 
had done it regularly, in my opinion they could not 
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have miffed a treafure, which is found In a little clofet, 
the dimensions of which are about fix feet in length, 
and four in breadth, difcovered the 13th of iaft 
month. In this place was found a very fine tripod 
about three feet high, extremely well preferved. In 
fhort, it is one of the moil beautiful pieces of anti- 
quity in the whole world. It is formed of three 
fatyrs, young, and all exactly alike. Their heads 
are moft beautiful, with a chearful countenance, and 
the hair well difpofed with a ribband, that furrounds 
the head. Upon the forehead there ftand two fmali 
horns, which are united. The right hand refts upon 
the fide of the body, and the left is open, with the 
arm fomewhat extended. They have a great fatyrefque 
priapus. The legs are united, and they place their 
feet upon round bafes, which have been turned in 
a lathe, and then covered with leaf filver. Their tails 
are twifted round a ring, which is fufpended thereby. 
The three fatyrs fupport with their heads the hearth 
of the tripod, which is of excellent workmanfhip, 
and hath three moveable rings, which ferve to remove 
the tripod from one place to another. One of thefe 
rings is wanting, and could not poffibly be found. 
Whence we may fuppofe, that anciently it was like- 
wife wanting. Upon the hearth there is another 
ornament united to its circumference, and forming a 
kind of radiated crown, which crown hath alfo two 
handles, but not moveable. Thefe ferve to place the 
crown upon the hearth. Among other particularities, 
it is obfervable, that the bottom of the hearth is not 
of brafs, like the reft of the tripod, but of baked 
earth. The above-mentioned clofet, where this tri- 
pod was found, is all painted, and intire, with the 
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cleling unhurt. In the walls of it there was a table 
of white marble faftened in the wall itfelf, which 
we might call a fide-board, and which was ex- 
tended along the fweep of the room. Upon this 
table was found a crefcent of filver, about y inches 
in diameter, and on the edge of its middle there are 
two fmall holes to receive a ftring to fupport it. Per- 
haps this was an amulet, for we have another of the 
fame metal, but fmaller, with its fupporter of filver, 
which hath been long found. Upon the fame table 
there was another amulet of filver about an inch 
in hight, which reprefents Harpocrates. This fi- 
gure hath its finger near its mouth, the lotus on 
its head, and wings on its fhoulders. On the 
right fhouldet hangs a quiver, and its left arm holds 
a horn of plenty, and leans upon the trunk of a tree, 
round which there is a ferpent, and at the foot of 
the trunk there ftands an owl. There was found 
a kind of fibula, for fuch I take it to be, which is 
of gold, and is extremely well preferved. Its form 
is round, and made like a great button. On the 
back there is a gold wire faftened to one fide ; the 
other end of which is faftened in a fmall piece of 
gold, that is foldered into the fibula. The whole is 
little more than an inch in diameter. There are found 
alfo two other figures ; one is of marble about a foot 
high, and reprefents a woman ; it is of no great va- 
lue; the other is of ivory, but there remains nothing 
but the name, and a part of the face, by which may 
be perceived, that it is the work of an excellent Greek, 
hand, All the reft confifts as it were of minute leaves, 
which are fo brittle that they cannot be united. Its 
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What I am now going to defcribe, was found in 
the fame clofet, upon the fame marble table, and is 
one of the moil beautiful ftatues, which I ever faw, 
and fo admirable, that I know not how to begin to 
defcribe it. I will firft tell you its hight, which is 
little more than three inches, that you may conceive 
what pains have been taken with it. It ftands upon 
its feet and is quite naked, and reprefents a Priapus, 
which is not fatyrefque, with a moft perfect con- 
traft of attitude, One obferves through the whole 
figure a moft perfect fkill in anatomy, where the 
fmalleft mufcle is not loft, and at the fame time it 
feems not dry or hard, but palpable flefh. It is of 
a noble and excellent ftyle. Its head is fomewhat 
ruftic, with a goat's beard and ears. It hath a laughing 
countenance, turning its head with much grace, and 
brings its firft finger of the left hand to its face. It 
extends and raifes its right-arm, which terminates 
in a manus impudica. Our Neapolitans and I have feen 
the fame in our peafants about Rome, who frequently 
wear in their hair a pin, the head of which coniifts 
of fuch a hand ; and they fay, that they wear this 
againft an evil eye ; and in Naples I fee fome of thefe 
pins worn by children. We have found feveral of 
thefe fmall hands at Herculaneum. It is obfervable, 
that thefe Priapi frequently had this hand -, for among 
the many, which remain under my care, there is 
one with human ears, and with this hand, which 
together with the whole arm forms a Priapus. But 
let us return to our figure. The head is covered 
with a cap, which is folded down behind ; and its 
bafe is low and round, and well fitted. In fine this 
mav be called one of the moft excellent curiofities. 

at 
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In one of the other rooms there was a fine pair of 
fcales, in which there are fome remains of the firings 
made of a kind of fine coral, and the firings remain 
in fome of the rings. There were found likewife 
many veffels of earth and fragments of metal. 

In the ancient Stabiae they go on digging ; but it 
is long fince any thing of value hath been found, ex- 
cept that in the beginning of this month two fmali 
ftatues of brafs were difcovered. One reprefents a 
Venus, but of no value. The other a Panthea with 
a rudder, horn of plenty, lotus, modius, and fickle. 
It is but of ordinary workmanfhip. Many vafes t>f 
earth, fome of glafs, have been found. A great vef- 
fel of copper with a handle, a fingular funnel, a 
beautiful little vafe of rock-cryftal with its cover, 
and a fimpiilum or ewer, divers medals, as well fil- 
ver as copper, well preferved, but common, and vari- 
ous pieces of leaden pipes, have alfobeen found there. 

The fame may be faid of Herculaneum -, for 
fince the month of March, after the coloflal baft of 
brafs was found, they have difcovered nothing of 
value except one thing, which ought to make 
much noife among the learned, and which I believe 
to be the only one of its kind in the world. This 
is a little leg and thigh of metal covered with 
filver, and which is five inches long. Upon the ex- 
ternal part of it isxdefcribed a fun-dial formed upon a 
quadrant, and as the thigh forms a quarter of a circle, 
the workman hath taken the center of this quadrant 
from the extremity or leg of the gammon, and hence 
hath drawn hour-lines, which with the lines, that 
mark the months, form the ufual compartments, fome 
larger and others fmaller, which are divided fix by 
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fix, as well in hight as length. Below the inferior 
compartments, which are the lefs, are read the 
names of the months placed in two lines in a retro- 
grade order, fo that the month of January is rhe 
laft in the firft line, which bears the other five 
following months. In the fecond line are defcri- 
bed the fix other months in their natural order; 
fo that the month of December is under January, 
and fo the months fhorter and longer, two and two, 
have one common compartment for each couple. 
Almoft on the edge of the right fide, there is the 
tail of the animal fomewhat bent ; and this performs 
the office of the gnomon. On the extremity of the 
bone, that is, of the leg, or center of the quadrant, 
there is a ring to hold the dial in an equipoife j and 
it is fuppoied, that in that place was faftened its 
plummet, fuch as in the like dials is to fall upon the 
prefent month to determine the fhadow of the gno- 
mon upon the horary lines. It is obfervable alfo, 
that as thefe dials were defcribed upon a plane fur- 
face, according to a fixed rule, the furface of this 
metal ham being in one place concave, in another 
convex, one cannot eafilyguefs what rule the work- 
man ufed to defcribe a dial of fo difficult a kind, 
upon a plane fo irregular. This dial was found the 
eleventh of this month, and was delivered to me ; 
but it was not known what it was, becaufe it had a 
cover upon it, fo that the miners took it only for a 
piece of iron. My curiofity foon led me to examine 
it. I begun to difcover the fhape of a ham, however 
I could not perfuade myfelf, that it was fo; but af- 
terwards finding, that it was filver, and perceiving 
the lines, which form the compartments, and the 
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chara&ers, which denote the twelve months, I had 
no doubt about it. I was fo pleafed with fuch a dif- 
covery,that 1 went dire&ly to the royal garden, where 
the king and queen were, to whom I prefented it, 
and to whom it gave great fatisfa&ion. This is all 
that hath been found in thefe three places, by dig- 
ging, fmce my laft letter dated in march. 

I mufl not neglect to acquaint you with what hath 
been found in a trial, which his majefty made at 
Cuma, where were lituated fome fepulchres, which 
afforded many curious things ; an account of which 
you will not be difpleafed to read. In May laft, our 
miners opened a tomb of the family Pavilia, which 
formed a fmall chamber. On the floor there were 
three corfes, or rather their bones, which were in- 
cluded in four pieces of the piperine ftone. Thefe 
four ftones formed for each corps an oblong cafe. 
The engineer, who was prefent at the difcovery, told 
me, that one of thefe bodies was all covered by a 
fubftanee unknown to him ; but from his relation I 
comprehended what it was. The corps was co- 
vered with a cloth of amianthus, which, as it was 
large, remained in this fituation all on a heap, but 
calcined by the fa Its of the earth, for which rea- 
fon it was neceflary to take it up in pieces, it being 
become extremely brittle, However, to be more fore 
of my opinion, I had a mind to try it in the fire, 
where it remained unchanged ; whence there is no 
doubt but that it is amianthus. There were found a 
great many little pieces of paftq as big as beans, which 
were taken by the miners for confits, but are the 
confe&ion, which ufed to be put upon dead bodies. 
They are compofed of myrrh and ether fpices, and 
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even now retain a very ftrong fmell. There was 
found fome cloth reduced almoft to nothing, which 
had fome ornament of gold embroidered upon it, or 
rather wove into it, as is more probable from the 
gold thread. Upon the above-mentioned body w&c 
found fome pieces of paper, for I have great reafon 
to think it fuch from the trial*, which I have made 
upon the old papyrus, of which we have about eight 
hundred volumes. Now I think thefe pieces to be 
paper, becaufe they are compofed of a matter, which 
is like that, of which our paper is made ; but how- 
ever t will not pretend to be quite fure; I only 
plainly give my opinion. This paper on one fide is 
coloured with red minium, on the other it is black. 
Perhaps they ufed this fort of paper to write upon, to 
denote by the colours the happy or unhappy ftate of 
the writer. Ovid gives us an example of this in the 
iirft efegy of the firft book De Tri/tibus. 

Nee te pur pur eo velent vaccinia fucca^ 
Non eft conveniens luSlibus ille color : 

Nee tltulus minio y nee cedro charta notetur, 
Candida nee nigra cornua front e geras. 

I think I may with reafon judge thefe fragments 
to be paper ; but I always am ready to fubmit to the 
opinion of the more learned. But as every one may 
fpeak his thoughts, fo I have fpoken mine. Befides 
this paper there were found a mirror of metal, and 
three teflerae, which we call dice. Under the corps 
or bones was found a padlock, through which were 
pafled three iron ftrigils, and another that was bro- 
ken. It is remarkable, that in all the other fepul- 
chres, that were opened at Cuma in the month of 
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May, there were found a mirror, three tefTerae, ftri- 
gils, and fome very fmall fibulae of bone. In the 
above-mentioned fepulchre was found a fmali lee- 
tifternkim, or rather pulvinar deorum, which was 
very much decayed. It is mounted in iron. The 
ornaments which compofe it, being of ivory, the ruft 
of the iron hath as it were deftroyed ihe whole. So 
that there were colle&ed but a few remains of the 
four pillars, fome pieces of the bands, which went 
round the frame, eight pieces of ivory, of an oblong 
form, in each of which was engraved a figure of 
fome unknown deity, all of the fame defign, but in 
a bad ftyle ; and two heads of a horfe, which are 
fellows, and belong to the Iedtlfternium, not unlike 
that great one of brafs, which is now in the royal 
mufeum. There were found alfo feveral little vafes 
of earthen ware, whofe form is this: They have a 
long neck, with a mouth proportionably ftreight ; the 
body is oval, which towards the bottom is (o fmall> 
that they cannot ftand upright. The misfortune is, 
that two of thefe vafes, which are of oriental ala- 
bafter, and of the moft excellent workmanfhip, are 
both broken in the middle. 

Near this fepulchre there was opened another, be- 
longing to the freed men of the Pavillia family. There 
we found many glafles and pieces of earthen ware, 
and two moft beautiful earthen lamps. On one of 
them there is an Hercules going to flay a ferpent 
with his club, which he holds in his kft hand. On 
the other, there is a prieftefs of Bacchus, which in 
one hand holds the facrificai knife, and in the other 
the half of a viddm. Befides there are two very fmall 
wine-glafles, which contain, the one a liquor of the 
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color o£ red wine, the other a liquor more limpid 
than white wine, but without any fmell. In this 
tomb were found like wife the ufual dice, ftrigil?, 
mirrors and fibu'as. The bones and afhes were in 
urns made of eai th. 

Four other fepulchres alfo have been opened, in all 
of which were found the ufual ftiigi s, mirrors, tef- 
ferae and fibulae. In one of them was found a little 
earthen tun wi h its cover. Within the fame tomb 
there was a fmail urn of glafs elegantly made, con- 
taining the aflies of a child. Near the faid um were 
found feverai little things, which probably were the 
playthings of the child ; thefe were two very fmall 
goblets of baked earth glazed, with a handle to 
each ; two fmall water-ewers, of the fame materials, 
with ornaments $ thefe alfo are extremely fmall : 
another vafe of common earth, which forms a re- 
cumbent ox, on the back whereof there is a hole to 
receive the water, which was poured out through the 
mouth; and there is a handle on one fide of the body* 
In this fame fepulchre was found a monftrous Priapus 
of red earth. This figure hath wings, and is much 
over* charged. All thefe things, which I have de- 
fcribed, are preferved by me in the royal mufeum, 
in a feparate apartment from, that, in which is pre- 
ferved what hath been found at Herculaneum, Pom- 
peii, and Stable. I have already filled eight cham- 
bers with antiquities ; and becauie thole are not fuf- 
ficient, I lhall begin to place many other thing*, 
which hitherto 1 have been forced to keep in confu- 
fion, in other chambers, which are on the fame 
floor, I hope to have the pieaiure to fee you again 
in lta ! y, to admire this treafure, with the fo!e caie of 
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which his majefty hath been pleafed to honour me y 
A fingle volume of the Papyrus is unfolded, which 
is that, which treats of mufick. At length the name 
of the author, who was called Philodemus, is found 
written twice, at the end of the piece. The name is 
written once in a fmall, and a fecond time in a large 
hand, and in a good Greek character. They are 
now beginning to open, or rather to unroll another 
manufcript; but hitherto without much fuccefs : 
From fome fragments one may colled, that it treats 
of Rhetoric. 

This is what I have to fay at prefent ; and for 
the future, 1 will not fail to write to you, whenever 
any thing of value fhall be found. I am forry to 
fend you a letter full of blots and ill expreffed 5 but, 
my friend, I have taken up my pen and ftolen a 
little time to write haftily to you; for I have fa 
much bufinefs, that fometimes I have not even time 
to dine; fo I hope you will excufe me. 

Dr. Watfon begs leave to make the following 

Obfervations. 

I think it probable, that Philodemus, the author 
of this treatife on mufic, was the Epicurean philo* 
fopher of that name, who was, asStrabo informs us, 
a native of Gadara in Syria. He wrote many pieces 
in profe and verfe, and his tenth book wept toju yiXor 
e-oqwv avAa&m is quoted by Diogenes Laertius. In- 
deed hisfedt, time and abode, will allow of the fup- 
pofition of his writings on mufic being at Hercula- 
neum at the time of its deflru&ion. He refided at 
Rome* and was the acquaintance of Tully, and the 

pre- 



[ 5°5 3 

preceptor of Lucius Pifo the conful. We learn frort* 
Afconius Pedianus, that it is Philodemus the Epicu- 
rean, of whom Cicero fpeaks with that admirable 
mixture of praife, and inve&ive, and excule, in his 
oration againft Pifo ; wherein he fays, that he knew 
him to be a man of elegance and polite literature : 
That it was from him that Pifo learned his phibfo- 
phy 5 which was, that pleafure ought t^be the end 
©f all our purfuits: That indeed the philofopher 
did at firit divide, and diftinguirti the fenfe, in which 
that maxim was to be underftood; but the young 
Roman perverted every thing to make it favour his 
inclinations and plealures ; and the Greek was too 
pake and well bred to refill too obflinately a fenator 
of Rome. He then tells us Philodemus was highly 
accomplished in philofophy, as well as polite litera- 
ture, which Other Epicureans were apt to negled: : 
That he wrote verfes, which were fo fweet, fo ele- 
gant,andfo charming, that nothingcould exceed them: 
That he was betrayed into a too hafty friendship with 
Pifo, from which he could not difengage himfelf 
without the imputation of inconftancy, and that, 
rogatu^ hivitatus, coactus y itamulta ad iftum delfio 
fcripfit, ut cmnes libiJines, omnia fiupra y omnia ca- 
narurn conviviorumgue genera, adult eria denique ejus, 
delicatijjimis verfihus exprej/it. 

I have met with fome epigrams of Philodemus yet 
extant, fome of which are, in my opinion, raoft fa- 
cetious and elegant We might have had many 
more, had not Planudes, as the fcholia inform us, 
reje&ed fuch out of his colled ion, as he thought too 
kiofe and voluptuous. Horace feems to have had 

f. fom$ 
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ibmc of thefe epigrams in his eye more than once, 
when he wrote his fecond fatyr of the firft book ; 
particularly where he fays, 
Hanc Philodemus ait Jibi t qu<e neque magno^ 
Stet precioy nee cunfietur, cum eft ju[fa venire* 
Is not this almofl a tranflation of the 

I will give the whole epigram, as a fpecimen of 
the flyle and manner of Philodemus , but muft beg, 
that in reading the third verfe you would recolied: 
what Homer fays of the girdle or ceftus of Venus, 
that it contained all kind of delights and blandifh- 
ments, love, perfuafion and defire. 

M/xkj? x&i fJLShctv&crx Qthouviov, aAAct creAivoov 

Ov^oregD) xcu a.fJLv& %po)Tct Tegeivorepy, 
Kcti x€(TT r d (pcovevcrcz /uLccyoorepxi xcci izrapeysycnt 

TlcCVTCCy XCCl CLITVCOLI 'ZUoAAcLKl (peiSofAtVY). 

ToioLVTM (TTepyoifxi YliAcciviovy ctyspis ctv evpco 
AAAwj go xcvaey Kvjrpi, TZhtiQTtpnv *. 

ExtraSt 

* Since the death of the learned Dr. Watf^n, which happened 
March a, I'-n6, foon after his tranflation of thefe two letters of 
Camillo Paderni, and his obfervarons upon the former, were 
read at the Royal Society, another Epigram of Philodemus has been 
taken notice of, pubiifhed at Leipfic in 1754, by the celebrated Mr. 
Reifke, which appeal likewife to have been alluded to by Horace 
in the paflage in part cited above from his fecond fatire of the firft 
book, ver. 120. 

Mam poft paullo, fed pluris ft exierit vir 9 
Gallis : banc Philodemus aits fbi 9 &c. 

Upon which Dr. Bentley has the following note. 

(j alios hie fpa doves et Cybeles facer dot ts accipio: qui tarn lent as am- 
bages facile et patient er f err e queant. Si tbilodemi e^igrcnhma ex 
avgulo aliquo erueretur, turn certius fire peffunus utrum 1 aAAx, velUt 
an L°&k<j.Tti.i. The epigram is as follow s. 
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ExtraSt of a Letter from Camillo Paderni, dated at 

Naples, July 29, 1755. 

ft 

Read 12 and 19 / ■ \ HE principal reafon of my writing 

6175 X t0 y ou at ^ s ^ me * s a cameo 

of great excellence found the ninth of this month, in 

fhe morning, while their majefties were at table, 

where I prefented it to them, to whom it gave great 

fatisfa&ion, and was extremely admired by all the 

nobility who were prefent. This cameo is in alto 

relievo* It is about an inch and a half long, and 

almoft as much in breadth. It reprefents a half 

length of Ceres, The head is in profile, and hath a 

noble and beautiful air. It is turned, together with 

the body, a little to the left. The left arm is a little 

railed, and holds in the hand fome ears of corn. 

The right arm is lower, and clofe to the body. The 

right hand takes hold of part of a fine garment, or 

jfhift, with which the figure is in part covered. The 

head is adorned with a diadem \ and the hair, which 

is of excellent workmanfhip, flows upon her fhoul- 

ders, tied with a fingle ribband, which refts upon 

her neck. The flone, of which the head is com- 



» \JM ['•&" pfcvct-* T-g 7pa tk£, Kelt iY&ict ?iyy~iv 

Oil*' £',TQKiHfV$cLAv p.\U •?*< p/0"Jl$A*e/W. 
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pofed, is pellucid, and the reft of the figure is cut 
out of a chalcedony by a Greek mafter : it was 
found at Stabise, where they continue to dig^ In 
the fame place were found alfo buried feverai vafes 
of metal and glafs very well preferved. 

At Pompeii within thefe few days was found a 
moft beautiful wine-ftrainer, fmall, but finely pierced, 
in a better tafte than thofe already found, which are of 
brafs In this fame place was dug up an ink-ftandifh, 
withfomeof the ink, which I Hkewife preferved. There 
hath been met with likewife an iron ax. There have 
been found, and they go on daily to find r many pi&ures. 
If the ancients had not dug in this place, we fhould 
have difcovered many more things ; for we find that 
they have taken away even fome of the pictures. At 
Herculaneum tho' they go on digging, nothing 
hath been met with for fome time : we do not 
therefore defpair, but go on with the work as before, 
for it hath often happened, that one fortunate day 
hath made amends for the preceding want of fuccefs. 
It is enough, that this royal mufeum is continually 
increaling; and whether it be from Herculaneum, or 
Pompeii, or Stabiae, it is always a great fatisfa&ion to 
his majefty, and to the learned world. When any 
thing elfe of tafte and value is difcovered I will not 
fail to give you an account of it in the fame manner 
as I have begun. 
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